
 
 
February 15, 2023 
 
Xavier Becerra 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington, DC 20201 
 
Dear Secretary Becerra: 
 
The undersigned organiza�ons, members of the Food and Beverage Issue Alliance (FBIA), are wri�ng 
following the Biden Administra�on’s announcement to end the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency on 
May 11. FBIA is a coali�on of over 50 food and beverage trade associa�ons represen�ng the food supply 
chain from ingredient suppliers and finished food companies to restaurants and retail.  
 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Food and Drug Administra�on (FDA) issued labeling 
flexibility guidance which has been instrumental in the food and beverage industry’s ability to ensure a 
steady supply of products are available on store shelves and on menus given ongoing supply chain 
disrup�ons. A recent survey of supply chain leaders across different sectors found 82% believe that 
supply chain challenges will get worse or stay the same over the next 6 to 12 months, with the biggest 
poten�al impact being on food, gas, and computer chips. Insight from FBIA member companies 
demonstrate that this flexibility guidance is s�ll used on a daily basis as supply chain issues con�nue to 
disrupt previous channels for sourcing and other produc�on needs. Furthermore, food manufacturers 
and restaurants are unable to change labeling prac�ces in a short �meframe, so an extension of the 
flexibility guidance would allow for an orderly transi�on back to the status quo. Given the likely 
con�nua�on of supply chain issues for the food and agriculture sector, the undersigned believe that this 
flexibility guidance should be retained once the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency ends in May, and 
that flexibility guidance and enforcement discre�on should be con�nued at least through the end of the 
year so that the food and agriculture sector can gauge the state of supply chains.  
 
FBIA members agree that consumers need to be able to trust the ingredient and nutri�on informa�on on 
product labels and in menu labeling. The flexibility guidance offered by FDA throughout the pandemic 
has been limited to not impact food safety and consumer risks, and our industries are not aware of 
significant nega�ve impacts this guidance has had on consumers. As is the posi�on of FDA’s guidance, 
FBIA members are not suppor�ve of any labeling flexibili�es which would introduce food safety or 
consumer risk concerns.  
 
FBIA appreciates the opportunity to share our posi�on as our collec�ve industries seek to con�nue 
offering Americans a steady and safe stream of affordable, accessible food. We would be pleased to 
meet further to discuss this request, at your convenience.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
American Bakers Associa�on  
American Frozen Food Ins�tute 



 

American Herbal Products Associa�on 
Consumer Brands Associa�on  
Corn Refiners Associa�on 
FMI- The Food Industry Associa�on 
Ins�tute of Shortening and Edible Oils 
Interna�onal Dairy Foods Associa�on 
Interna�onal Food Addi�ves Council 
Juice Products Associa�on 
Na�onal Automa�c Merchandising Associa�on 
Na�onal Confec�oners Associa�on 
Na�onal Pasta Associa�on 
Na�onal Restaurant Associa�on 
Na�onal Seasoning Manufacturers Associa�on  
North American Millers' Associa�on 
Peanut and Tree Nut Processors Associa�on 
Refrigerated Foods Associa�on 
SNAC Interna�onal 
The Associa�on for Dressings & Sauces 
United Egg Producers 


